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Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander, mentions his
visit to Tyre ; but instead of his calling it " an
island," as one might suppose he would have
done, it is rather to be inferred from his mention
of the temple of Hercules as in the town, that it
was then on the continent, where the temple of
Hercules, in which Alexander sacrificed, is al-
ways placed. The Tynans appear to have fol-
lowed, at that period, the worship of the Egyp-
tians, with which nation they were closely allied
in commerce at a still earlier period.* When
speaking of Hercules, as one of the most ancient
deities of Egypt, the Greek historian says,
" From my great desire to obtain information on
this subject, I made a voyage to Tyre, in Phoe-
nicia, where is a temple of Hercules, held in
great veneration. This temple, as the priests
affirmed, had been standing ever since the first
building of the city, a period of two thousand
three hundred years. I saw also at Tyre ano-
ther temple consecrated to the Thasian Her-
cules/' t
' * Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which
thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the
isles of Elisha was that which covered thee, Ezekiel,
c. xxvii. v. 7.
f Herodotus. Euterpe 22.
In the temple of Hercules at Tyre were two pillars, one
dedicated to fire, and the other to the clouds and the winds. The
statue of this god is said to have been always accompanied by